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Rathaus (the new town hall)
St. Martin Church

Klein-Venedig (Little-Venice)
Altes Rathaus (old town hall)
Schloss(palace)Geyerswörth

E.T.A.Hoffmann Haus
Wasserschloss Concordia (palace)

St. Stephan

Böttingerhaus
Obere Pfarre

Karmelitenkloster
St. Jakob church
Alte Hofhaltung

Dom  (Cathedral)
Neue Residenz
Rosengarten

The Sights:

Bamberg:
Tour duration: approx. 1 - 1.5 hours
walking time

Maps and more information are available at:
Tourismus & Kongress Service

Geyerswörthstraße 3, 96047 Bamberg
Tel.  0951/29 76 - 200
Fax. 0951/29 76 - 222

touristinfo@bamberg.info
http://www.bamberg.info/

or go to Google Earth to print your own

   Our tour of the 1000 year old Old town, which is one of the UNESCO world heritage
sites, starts at the new city hall (Rathaus)  adjacent to the Maximillianplatz and
continues on to the Church of St. Martin . For those of you interested in nature, the
Museum of Natural History, located behind the church, might be of interest. Across the
Grüner Markt you will make a right turn at the Fischstrasse, to reach Klein-Venedig .
A short walk to the Obere Brücke will bring you to the old Rathaus . Two left turns
after passing through the arch of the town hall will take you again across a tributary of
the Regnitz and you pass by the Schloss Geyerswörth . Arriving at the
Nonnenbrücke you will see the E.T.A. Hoffmann Haus (house) across the river .
For the best view of the Wasserschloss Concordia walk down the Mühlwörth and
see the palace from across the river. The Church of St. Stephan  at the
Stephansplatz is your next stop. From there you will reach the Böttingerhaus  a short
distance away. Down the Eisgrube you will reach the Obere Pfarre . Turn left and
follow Unterer Kaulberg to the Karmelitenplatz for a stop at the Karmelitenkloster .
Passing the Domgarten on your right you stroll up Sutte for your next stop at the
Church of St. Jakob . Down Jacobsberg and Obere Karolinenstrasse you reach the
Domplatz with the Cathedral , the Alte Hofhaltung and the Neue Residenz

with the Rosengarten surrounding the square. To round off your tour it
would be worth the 1.5 kilometer roundtrip to the Kloster St. Michael which
houses also the Franconian Brewery Museum

Length of tour approx. 3.5 miles
or 2.5 miles without St. Michael
Hilly and some Cobble stone roads

The following gives you a listing and basic information of the main sights. For more
in depth facts published guide books are for sale at many locations in town



www.ggmdirect.comCompliments of 586.231.7605

1 Rathaus: New Town Hall
The town hall at the Maximilliansplatz, with it’s baroque facade, is in use since 1928 and was build
from 1732-1737 by Balthasar Neumann as a catholic seminary. Once converted to the town hall
the seminary students started residing at the Carmelite monastery.

2 St. Martin Church:
This former Jesuit church was build in 1686-1693 and is home of the 14th century pieta and the
dome painting (trompe-l'œil) by Giovanni Francesco Marchini. In 1804 it was renamed St. Martin
(after tearing down another church by that name) and it is currently the largest catholic parish in
Bamberg.
Don’t miss the Grüner Markt (green market) street right next to it.

3 Klein-Venedig: Little-Venice
Here you find the old fishermen houses along the river Regnitz build in the 19th century with
some half timbered houses dating back as far as the middle ages. It is the home of the annual

“Sandkerwa”.

4 Altes Rathaus: Old Town Hall
As you cross the Untere Brücke (lower bridge), with the statue of Saint Empress Kunigunde, you
will reach the old town hall build on a man made island. The Rathaus built on neutral ground
marks the border between the catholic clerical city on the hills and the island city of the merchants.
First mentioned in 1387 it was converted into today’s baroque and rococo style in 1744 -1756.
The Obere Brücke connects the two parts of the city right through the tower archway of the Old
Town Hall.

5 Schloss Geyerswörth: (palace)
Town residence of the Prince Bishop was built in 1585 - 1587. Climbing the tower of the palace
gives you a beautiful view of the city on the hills.
Today it houses the tourist information center

6 E.T.A. Hoffmann Haus:
The house the poet E.T.A. Hoffmann lived in from 1808 - 1813. Hoffmann, considered one of the
key authors of the romantic movement, was a theater manager and playwright during his time
here.

7 Wasserschloss Concordia: (palace)
Today the Böttinger water palace (1722) is the international artist house and it’s playful baroque
architecture is best seen from the opposite side of the river.

8 St. Stephan Church:
Legend has it that the construction of the original church was paid for by the Saint Empress
Kunigunde and consecrated in 1020 by Pope Benedikt VII and was later destroyed. The oldest part
of the existing church is the tower, going back to the 13th century. Giovanni Bonalino started the
construction of the new nave in 1626 and it was restarted after the 30 year war in 1677 by
Antonio Petrini.
The church was turned over to the Evangelical Lutheran congregation of Bamberg in 1806 and the
last renovation was finished in 1987

9 Böttingerhaus:
A baroque palace build from 1703-1713 modeled after Italian palazzi to show off the wealth of
privy councilor and electoral prince Ignaz Tobias Böttinger. It houses an art gallery today.
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10 Obere Pfarre: Upper Parish Church
The Upper Parish Church of Our Lady was the largest construction project of the 14th century and
is the only Gothic church in the city. Unique to it is the bridal porch used to bless the marrying
couple during the wedding ceremony. Besides numerous other art works in the church, the
famous painting of the "Assumption of the Virgin Mary" by Tintoretto alone is worth a visit.

11 Karmelitenkloster: Convent of the Carmelites
Originally a Cistercian convent in the 13th century it was taken over by the Carmelite nuns in
1589. Parts of the Romanesque cloister were transformed to Baroque around 1700.

12 St. Jakob Church:
The Romanesque church with a pillared basilica received a Baroque facade in 1771. Only one of
the churches two towers still exists.

13 Alte Hofhaltung: Old Court
Surrounded by half timbered buildings, the old court was the center of the former imperial and
bishop's palace. Walking through the “Beautiful Gate” takes you to the inner courtyard. In years
gone by it was directly connected to the cathedral. The striking Renaissance building within the
court, now houses a restaurant.

14 Bamberger Dom: Imperial Cathedral
The cathedral portrays a major German step in the change of architecture from Romanesque to
Gothic. The imperial cathedral of St. Peter and St. George goes back to Emperor Heinrich II, who
founded the diocese of Bamberg in 1007. It is famous for it’s tombs and art works like the
Bamberger Reiter “Bamberg Horseman“, (around 1230), the tomb of the imperial couple,
Heinrich II and Kunigunde, carved by Riemenschneider (1513), the “Marienaltar” by Veit Stoss
(1523) and the papal tomb of Clemens II (13th century, the only papal tomb north of the Alps) to
name just a few.

15 Neue Residenz: New Residence
The building with it’s four wings was build in two stages. Two wings in the Renaissance style were
started in 1602 and the baroque wings were added around 1700. It is now home to the state
library and the state gallery Bamberg.

16 Rosengarten: Rose garden
Created in 1705 it is truly worth a stop on your tour. Enter the beautiful terrace garden from the
court yard of the New Residence and after strolling through a well kept array of rose bushes
(while in season) you will be rewarded with an excellent view of the Bamberg you just explored.

Remember to stop and smell the roses!!

17 St. Michael monastery:
Finish off your tour with an uphill walk to St. Michael. The former Benedictine monastery goes
back to 1015 but was destroyed by fire in 1610. Completely rebuild in the 18th century. Eye
catching is the so called Himmel’s Garten “heaven’s garden” a heavenly herbarium of 578 flowers
and herbs painted on the ceiling of the church.
Also notable is the adjacent monastery brewery with the Franconian Brewery Museum.
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